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ACTION NEA-05 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO DODE-OO AS-01 /007 W 

036558 

R 210936Z MAR 74 
FM AMEMBASSY ANKARA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 3305 
INFO DET 4 SINOP CDI 

UNCLAS ANKARA 2123 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: CGEN, TU 

SUBJ: CASE OF (METIN OZTURK) 

EMBASSY REQUESTS DEPT PASS FOLLOWING MESSAGE TO CAPT. DAVID C. 
JONES, OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY CHIEF OF STAFF FOR PERSONNEL. 

ATTN: LAPER-O, ARLINGTON HALL STATION, ARLINGTON. VA. 22212. 

1. WITH REFERENCE TO YOUR LETTER OF 22 FEB, CONCERNING 
CASE OF METIN OZTURK, AND AMBASSADOR S LETTER IN RESPONSE 
DATED 1 1 MARCH, EMBASSY WISHES TO PASS FOLLOWING ADDITIONAL 
INFORMATION. 

2. ON 15 MARCH, METIN WAS EXAMINED IN ANKARA BY 

DR. FIKRET MUTLU, TURKISH OPHTHAMOLOGIST FAVORABLY KNOWN TO 
DEPT. OF STATE'S REGIONAL MEDICAL OFFICER. DR. MUTLU INFORMED 
EMBOFF THAT METIN'S EYE CONDITION PROBABLY PRESENT SINCE BIRTH 
AND APPEARS TO BE CONGENITAL DEGENERATION OF RETINA RESULTING 
IN PROBABLE PROGRESSIVE MACULAR DEGENERATION IN BOTH EYES AS 
WELL AS PERIPHERAL RETINAL DEGENERATION. METIN ALSO SUFFERS 
FROM MYOPIA AND SLIGHT REFRACTIVE ERROR BUT LATTER TWO 
DEFECTS HAVE BEEN TREATED BY CORRECTIVE LENSES. DR. MUTLU 
STATED THERE IS NO KNOWN SURGICAL REMEDY FOR THE DEGENERATIVE 
DISEASE WHICH HAS ALREADY RESULTED IN 50 PERCENT SIGHT LOSS. 

HE HAS PRESCRIBED HIGH DOSAGES OF VITAMINS A AND B WHICH 
MAY SLOW DOWN PROGRESSIVE NATURE OF CONDITION. 

3. METIN'S PROBLEM NOT GEOGRAPHICALLY RELATED AND NOT 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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LINKED TO EYE DISEASES FOUND IN MIDDLE EAST. DR. MUTLU NOT 
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AWARE OF ANY TREATMENT OUTSIDE OF TURKEY WHICH CAN CURE 
METIN OR RETARD DEGENERATIVE PROCESS OTHER THAN VITAMINS 
ALREADY PRESCRIBED. 

4. IF YOU OR DR. W.L. WONG WISH TO CONSULT FURTHER WITH 
OPHTHAMOLOGIST, DR. MUTLU' TELEPHONE NUMBER IS ANKARA 185397. 

ADDRESS IS MITHAT PASA CAD. 24/5. YENISEHIR, ANKARA, TURKEY. 

5. METIN AND HIS FATHER DID NOT COME TO EMBASSY WHILE 
IN ANKARA. 

MACOMBER 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 
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